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Born in 1952 in Kilimanoor, Kerala, Reghu grew up deeply rooted in the cultural and rural traditions of his region,
He pursued his formal education in sculpture at the College of Fine Arts, Thiruvananthapuram, where his initial
work focused on stone as a medium. However, his artistic direction shifted significantly after interacting with
architects Elizabeth and Laurie Baker, whose Gandhian philosophy left a lasting impression on him. Inspired by
their emphasis on using indigenous materials, Reghu rejected expensive mediums like marble and bronze 1n favour
of humble terracotta. Another pivotal influence on Reghu's journey was the artist and thinker |. Swaminathan.
During his final year of studies, Reghu participated in an All-India Students' Camp organized by the Roopankar
Museum of Fine Arts at Bharat Bhavan, Bhopal. Swaminathan, then the museum's director, recognized Reghu's
talent and awarded him a two-year scholarship to werk at Bharat Bhavan,

Reghu eventually remained at Bharat Bhavan for | 5 years, during which he transitioned from traditional stonework
to ceramics and terracotta art. While Reghu began his artistic career as a potter, he gradually abandoned
conventional pottery to explore ceramic sculpture, This transformation marked a fluid progression in his art,
where the rounded curves of pots evolved into the contours of human heads. By blending utilitanian forms with
the spint of living figures, Reghu infused his works with a profound intimacy and emcticnal resonance. His
technique, rooted in the tactile processes of clay modelling and potter’'s wheelwork, reflected his deep connection
to rural life.

He employs methods such as hollow modelling, slabbing, folding, cailing, and pinching, Reghu developed a unique
aesthetic that merged Dravidian and Afncan facial features—bulging eyes, thick lips, and broad ears. Since | 988,
Reghu has held numerous solo exhibitions and participated in various group shows. He is the recipient of several
accolades, including the Award of the Fourth Contemporary Indian Art Biennale at Bharat Bhavan in 1987 and

[ 988. Reghu's journey, from his beginnings in pottery to his exploration of the hurman form through terracotta and
ceramic sculpture, continues to celebrate the beauty of indigenous materials, rural traditions, and the timeless spirit
of human creativity.

His works possess a true visibility that showcases the pure emotions inherent in human life. The characteristics and
social distinctions in his art are particularly prominent. The vibrant colours in his ceramic forms evoke the essence
of Ancient Tribal art and can be traced back to the Indus Valley and Harappan Civilizations. This alignment with
ancestral rocts is evident in his creations. Another significant aspect of his work conveys a sense of social satire. By
keenly observing his art, one can recognize the meanings that the artist aims to resonate with the world. The
human-like forms are so realistic that they can be easily identified in our everyday lives.

As time has passed, Reghu has eveolved, and so has his art. The confidence he embodies in his works is truly awe-
inspiring. It resembles the playing of an instrument, exuding artistic joy and allure. The journey of the dlay, from
when 1t iIs moulded into shape to the ultimate firing in the kiln, parallels the act of creating new life. Each firing of
the kiln symbeolizes the birth of a new form of ceramic art.
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Ceramic, 24" x 18" x 22"
Cerarnic, 25" x |6" x 20"




Bronze, 25 x 14 x 10 Inches Ceramic, |17 x |53" x 28"




Caramic, 16" x 7 x 4"




Cerarriic, 24” % 15" x 337, 2022
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Ceramic, 23" % 13" x 28", 2022
Ceramic, 25" % 15" x 337, 2022




Ceramic, 4" x 10" x 18", 2018 (Left) Ceramic, 8" x 8" x 25", 2018 {Lef)
Ceramic, 9" 14" x 31", 2018 (Right) Cerarnic, 8" x 8" % 28", 2018 (Right)







Ceramic, 14" x 10" x 127, 2014 Ceramic, 23" x [6" x 207, 2024
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Ceramic, 8" x 7" x |77, 2018

Ceramic. 8"x 7" x 17", 2018
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Ceramic, 12" %6 " x 57,




Ceramic, 14" to 20" Length, 2020-2024




Ceramic, 16" x 6" x 6", 2024 |éCmmantia, | 7" x |27 x 19", 2007




Ceramic.20"x 121519, 2007

Ceramic, 20" = 12" »x 15", 2007
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Art Magnum's vision and mission is to showcase South Asian art in s austere authenticity and magnificence on a global platfiorm. Since
ts inception in 1986. it has been nurturing both the emerging and noted artists to further the cause of championing and patronizing
South Asian art. ls founder Lt Shn Prakash Chand Singhwi was a visionary whose passion and enthusiasm was the driving force behind
the gailery, Presently, Art Magnum's enterprising director, Saurabh Singhwi, is skilfully taking his legacy forward. The gallery has been
proudly presenting different mediums of artistic expression ranging from the traditional to the madern, and the comempaorary and the
experimental. Housed at a contemporary space with ultramodern infrastructure located in the heart of South Delhi, the gallery attemipts
to give vioice to the novel and nateworthy talerts through a roster of shows that present the news makers of cantemporary genre and
also the old masters and marvels of Indian art from the pre and post-independence era.

Art Magnum has innovatively kept striving towards new paradigms reroute to its journey, and has achieved multiple milestones and
mammath goals. The firm has suctessfully organised elite art events at ant capitals across the globe including al New Delhi, Dubai,
Singapore, etc and has received critical and popular acclaim for the same. The collection of the gallery includes works of M F Husain, 5
H Raza, F N Souza, Somnath Hore, Subas Ray, K G Subrarmanyan, Paresh Maity, T Vaikuntam ameongst the athers. Going forward, Art

Magnum shall act as a catalyst for the talented young artists strving for creative excellence and shall keep inspinng the art aficionade by
showeasing the contermnporary and the classic path breakers of South Asian art.

Saurabh Singhvi

Uirmctor, Art Mapnum
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